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Forehoe  & Henstead  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Forehoe  and 
Henstead  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual 
Report  for  1947.  My  appointment  began  on  1st  April, 
1947,  so  this  Report  is  concerned  with  9 months  of  my 
term  of  Office  and  3 months  of  that  of  my  predecessor, 
Dr.  A.  P.  Agnew. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

Forehoe  and  Henstead  Rural  District  lies  mainly 
to  the  south  and  west  of  Norwich  and  is  largely  rural 
in  character.  The  fringe  area  of  the  city  contains  the 
more  thickly  populated  parishes,  such  as  Costessey, 
Trowse  and  Cringleford.  While  there  are  a few  small 
towns  such  as . Hingham,  the  rest  of  the  population 
live  in  country  villages  of  varying  size  and  their  main 
occupation  is  agriculture,  either  directly  as  landworkers 
and  farmers,  or  in  some  of  the  auxiliary  trades. 

CLIMATIC  CONDITIONS. 

The  year  began  with  very  severe  weather  and 
there  was  a prolonged  spell  of  snow  and  ice  causing 
much  dislocation  of  transport  and  cutting  off  some 
villages  and  outlying  houses  for  days  at  a time. 


9 


Relief  teams  were  organised  in  many  areas  to  collect 
food  from  the  nearest  centre  of  supply.  These  arctic 
conditions  gave  place  to  a hot,  dry,  tropical  summer 
and  mild  weather  continued  up  to  the  late  autumn. 
There  was  a great  absence  of  rain  throughout  the 
year. 


GENERAL 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  69,267 

Resident  population  mid-year  1947 

(as  estimated  by  Registrar  General)  21,910 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1947)  6,783 

Rateable  Value  (end  of  1947)  £76,667 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £293  19s.  6d. 


VITAL  STATIST10S. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Forehoe  & England  Forehoe  & 

Henstead  & Wales  Henstead 

(1947)  (1947)  (1946) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  — 

Legitimate 

433 

232 

201 

Illegitimate 

32 

20 

12 

Total 

465 

252 

213 

21.2  20  5 213 

STILL  BIRTHS 

; 

Rate  per  1,000  Population — 

Legitimate 

13 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

14 

4 

10 

0.63  0.5  0.37 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

— 

DEATHS: 

233 

122 

111 

10.6  12.0  10.96 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Infant  Mortality  : 

— 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

11 

7 

4 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

— 

30.1  41.0  19.7 

Infant  Deaths  : 

Analysis  of  Causes  of  Infant  Deaths- 

1st  Day 

2 

1 

1 

Prematurity  and  Con- 

1—7 Days 

2 

1 

1 

genital  Deformities 

5 

1 — 4 Weeks 

— 

— 

— 

Infections  ... 

9 

1 — 3 Months 

2 

2 

— 

3 — 6 Months 

2 

2 

— 

Total  14 

6 — -12  Months  6 

4 

2 

Totals 

14 

10 

4 

3 


There  were  465  live  births  registered  in  1947,  32 
of  which  were  illegitimate.  This  gives  a Birth  Rate  of 
21.2,  very  slightly  lower  than  1946  but  above  the  figure 
for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  14  still  births. 

There  were  233  registered  deaths,  which  is  1 more 
than  last  year,  giving  a death  rate  of  10.6,  a little 
lower  than  1946  and  much  below  the  rate  for  the 
Country.  Infant  deaths  were  14  in  number,  giving  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  30.1  which  is  considerably 
higher  than  in  1946  but  still  much  below  the  national 
figure  of  41.  There  was  1 maternal  death. 

T'o  amplifiy  these  figures,  I may  say  that  a few 
more  babies  have  been  born  alive,  but  that  their  sur- 
vival rate  has  not  been  so  good  as  last  year. 

In  479  births  only  one  ended  fatally  for  the  mother 
and  that  one  followed  an  emergency  operation.  This 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  present  obstetrical  service, 
hospitals,  general  practitioners  and  midwives. 

Of  the  14  infant  deaths,  4 occurred  in  the  first 
week  of  life  and  10  between  the  first  month  and  a year. 
The  causes  of  death  were  inevitable  in  5 cases,  that  is 
they  were  due  to  prematurity  or  malformation,  the 
cause  of  which  is  outside  our  control.  The  other  9 
cases  died  of  infection  of  chest  or  bowel.  These  in- 
fections are  wholly  preventable  with  good  infant  care 
and  their  occurrence  suggests  that  home  conditions  in 
many  cases  may  be  dangerous  to  young  babies.  The 
housing  situation  with  its  consequent  overcrowding  is 
especially  bad  for  the  young  who  have  less  resistance  to 
infection  and  therefore  need  much  more  air  and  space 
than  older  people.  It  is  hoped  that  with  more  houses 
this  toll  of  infant  life  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

A very  large  proportion  of  deaths  (72%)  occurred 
over  the  age  of  65  and  the  main  causes  were  heart 
disease  and  cancer,  the  figures  for  both  of  these  being 
the  same  as  in  1946.  There  were  8 deaths  fromi 
tuberculosis  compared  with  3 the  year  before. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  47  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
(excluding  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough)  compared 
with  64  in  the  previous  year.  The  largest  incidence 
was  of  Pneumonia  (12)  Erysipelas  (9)  and  Infective 
Jaundice  (9). 
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Measles  and  WSiocping  Oough. 

The  incidence  of  these  two  diseases  was  much 
below  the  large  figures  for  1946.  There  were  28  cases 
of  Measles  and  39  cases  of  Whooping  Cough.  No 
cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  there  were  no 
deaths  or  complications  such  as  broncho-pneumonia. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  6 cases  were  notified,  all  of  them  sporadic  and 
tnild  in  type — none  of  them  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

Only  1 case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the 
year.  This  was  a boy  of  two  years  who  had  never 
been  immunised.  He  took  ill  at  the  beginning  of 
January  and  was  treated  in  Dereham  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  case  was  of  moderate  severity,  due  to  the  gravis 
type  of  organism,  but  the  child  made  a complete  and 
fairly  rapid  recovery  without  complications. 

It  was  some  weeks,  however,  before  he  had  negative 
throat  swabs  and  he  had  to  be  treated  with  penicillin 
before  he  could  be  discharged  as  free  from  infection. 

There  is  no  record  that  the  source  of  his  infection 
was  ever  discovered. 

Infective  Jaundice. 

These  9 cases  occurred  sporadically  throughout  the 
district  and  nothing  in  the  nature  of  ari  epidemic  could 
be  recognised. 

The  causes  of  death  given  in  this  table  are  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  Males  Females  Totals 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  - — - 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  3 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  ...  — 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & Polioencephalitis  1 
Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  ...  — 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


2 

4 7 

1 

2 3 

22  39 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Diabetes 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases 
Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2 years 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Births 
Con.  Mai.  Birth  inj.  Infant  Dis: 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  other  Causes 

Totals 


Males  Females 

3 1 


16 

32 

4 

6 

6 

2 


3 

2 


2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

10 


9 

40 

7 

5 

4 

1 


1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 


Totass 

4 

25 

72 

11 

11 

10 

3 


4 
7 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

5 

15 


122  111  233 


PoliomyeSitis, 

The  main  anxiety  of  the  year  was  the  epidemic  of 
Poliomyelitis,  which  took  such  a heavy  toll  of  life  and 
health  throughout  the  country.  There  were  6 cases  in 
the  district,  3 of  which  ended  fatally  and  2 others 
which  were  left  with  extensive  permanent  paralysis. 
Only  1 case  made  a complete  recovery,  5 out  of  6 
were  treated  in  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

CASE  I,  which  occurred^ on  31st  August,  1947,  was 
a married  woman  aged  22,  who  was  1\  months  pregnant. 
A severe  case  from  the  beginning,  she  was  treated  in  an 
iron  lung  but  died  on  the  5th  day.  An  immediate 
Caesarean  performed  post  mortem,  failed  to  save  the 
infant  The  source  of  this  infection  was  never  discovered 

• CASE  II,  notified  on  23rd  September,  1947  was  a 
girl  of  18  who  worked  in  Norwich,  which  at  that  time 
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was  free  from  recognised  cases.  She  may  have  been 
infected  from  a W.A.A.F.  sister  on  leave  before  and 
up  to  the  onset  of  the  illness,  but  this  sister  was  not 
known  to  have  been  in  contact  with  a diagnosed  case. 
There  was  no  connection  with  case  I.  Death  took 
place  on  the  8th  day  after  treatment  in  an  iron  lung. 

CASE  III,  a man  of  27,  took  ill  on  13th  October, 
1947,  and  died  14  days  later  in  hospital.  He  had 
visited  Norwich  during  the  incubation  period  of  the 
disease  but  at  that  time  there  were  still  no  cases  noti- 
fied in  the’  City.  He  had  had  no  contact  with  case  I or 
II.  No  source  of  infection  was  found. 

CASE  IV,  a boy  of  15,  was  notified  on  11th 
October,  1947,  and  had  a very  severe  attack  but  re- 
covered sufficiently  to  be  transferred  to  an  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  He  had  very  extensive  paralysis  and  will  be 
permanently  disabled.  He  was  a close  contact  of  the 
married  sister  of  Case  II,  while  she  was  a daily  visitor 
to  the  sick  room.  This  strongly  suggested  that  this 
woman  became  a contact  carrier  and  without  being 
affected  herself,  transmitted  the  infection  to  Case  IV. 
It  is  curious  to  note  that  young  children  were  also  at 
risk  in  both  households  but  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
affected. 

CASE  V,  an  elderly  man  of  62.  was  taken  ill  on 
29th  October,  1947.  He  was  the  father  of  Case  III  and 
was  only  slightly  affected  in  one  arm.  The  diagnosis 
was  in  some  doubt  owing  to  the  rarity  of  attacks  at  this 
age  but  the  distribution  of  the  paralysis  could  not  have 
been  accounted  for  by  any  other  disease.  His  attack 
occurred  within  the  incubation  period  and  it  is  assumed 
that  he  was  directly  infected  by  his  son.  Case  III.  More 
than  one  case  in  a household  is  uncommon  but  not 
so  rare  as  had  been  thought  before  this  year's  experience. 
This  case  was  treated  at  home  and  ultimately  made  a 
complete  recovery. 

CASE  VI,  was  a woman  of  27,  a Norwich  office 
worker,  who  took  ill  on  December  30th,  1947.  She 
had  a very  severe  attack  but  recovered  ultimately 
sufficiently  to  be  transferred  to  a general  hospital  for 
orthopaedic  treatment.  She  is  very  extensively  para- 
lysed and  will  be  permanently  disabled.  The  source 
of  her  infection  could  not  be  ascertained  but  by  this 
time  there  had  been  several  cases  in  the  city  and  she 
may  have  been  infected  through  one  of  them.  She  had 
no  connection  with  any  of  the  other  cases  in  this  district. 
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Although  the  incidence  is  low  considering  the  size 
ot  the  population  at  risk,  there  was  an  undue  propor- 
tion of  severe  and  fatal  cases,  compared  with  experience 
in  the  rest  of  the  country.  It  may  be  that  many  mild 
cases  did  occur  during  the  epidemic  period  but  were 
too  slight  to  be  recognised. 

The  disease  is  commonly  known  as  Infantile  Par- 
alysis but  the  age  distribution  of  the  Forehoe  cases 
shows  how  misleading  is  this  designation.  The  youngest 
case  was  15  and  the  other  5 were  aged  18,  22,  27,  27, 
and  62  respectively.  The  sexes  were  equally  affected. 

It  is  thought  that  the  ultimate  severity  of  the 
disease  may  be  directly  proportional  to  the  amount  of 
exercise  taken  by  the  patient  after  the  onset  of  symptoms. 
In  both  Case  IV  and  Case  VI,  the  patients  were  very 
active  for  some  days  after  what  could  afterwards  be  re- 
cognised as  the  beginning  of  their  illness,  and  both  were 
severe  cases  with  extensive*  permanent  paralysis. 

The  only  preventive  measure  that  might  have 
been  effective  in  this  series  of  cases  would  have  been 
the  strict  isolation  of  close  contacts  of  the  patients  for 
three  weeks.  It  is  possible  that  such  a precaution 
might  have  prevented  at  least  one  of  these  cases. 
Unfortunately  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  no 
power  to  enforce  such  isolation. 

General. 

The  unusually  small  amount  of  infection  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  may  be  due  partly  to  the  severe 
weather  , which  interfered  with  transport  and  school 
attendance  and  therefore  tended  to  isolate  people  and 
reduce  the  oppportunities  for  the  spread  of  disease. 

The  tropical  summer,  on  the  other  hand,  may  well 
have  been  a factor  in  the  greatly  increased  incidence  of 
Poliomyelitis,  as,  for  the  first  time  for  years,  climatic 
conditions  here  resembled  those  of  other  countries, 
which  have  had  seasonal  outbreaks  during  the  last  three 
decades,  such  as  United  States  of  America,  New  Zealand, 
Canada  and  Sweden. 

On  the  whole,  apart  from  Poliomyelitis,  the  general 
incidence  of  infection  has  been  very  low,  most  cases 
being  mild  in  type  with  few  complications. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  OTHER 

THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Incidence 
Forehoe  & 

per  1,000 
England 

Civilian 

Population. 

Henstead 

(1947) 

& Wales 
(1947) 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.27 

1.37 

6 

2 

4 

Measles 

1.28 

9.41 

28 

11 

17 

Whooping  Cough 

1.78 

2.22 

39 

15 

24 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

4 

5 

Pneumonia 

0.55 

0.79 

12 

10 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

0 

Jaundice 

9 

2 

7 

Malaria 

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

1 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

6 

3 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  ...  114  50  64 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  20  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year,  14  of  them  pulmonary  in  type.  This  is  5 more 
pulmonary  than  were  notified  in  1946,  3 more  male 
and  2 more  female.  There  were  8 deaths  from  this 
cause,  all  pulmonary,  4 male  and  4 female.  At  the  end 
of  the  y ear  there  were  120  cases  on  the  Register,  one 
less  than  in  1946. 

l 

It  is  possible  that  overcrowding  and  poor  housing 
conditions  may  be  responsible  for  some  of  this  increase, 
but  the  numbers  are  too  small  for  definite  conclusions 
to  be  drawn.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  larger  number 
of  the  elderly  who  contract  this  disease  and  this  may  be 
the  result  of  a relative  food  shortage  in  the  case  of  old 
people  living  alone  without  access  to  restaurants  and 
canteens,  or  without  any  other  means  of  supplementing 
their  rations.  A well  organised  Old  People's  Welfare 
Service  would  be  very  useful  in  preventing  cases  of 
real  hardship  among  these  less  active  members  of  the 
community.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  new  National 
Health  Service  Act,  powers  are  given  to  local  health 
authorities  to  set  up  services  of  this  kind  and  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act  powers  are  also  given  to 
County  Districts  to  contribute  towards  old  people’s 
clubs,  canteens  and  similar  arrangements.  It  is  hoped 
that  full  use  will  be  made  of  these  powers  by  both  the 
authorities  concerned. 
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The  following"  Table  gives  the  ages  and  sex  in- 
cidence during  the  year. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Ages 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5 — 15 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

3 

2 

— 

• — 

— 

— - 

— 

25—35 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

35—45 

45—55 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

10 

4 

3 

3 

4 

4 ! 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  at  end 
of  year: 

Total  Male  Female 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  72  39  33 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  49  26  23 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  recommends  that  every 
child  should  receive  primary  immunisation  (2  doses) 
just  before  the  age  of  1 year  and  one  further  boosting 
dose  at  school  entrance,  usually  at  5 years,  and  a 
further  one  dose  at  the  age  of  10. 

For  the  first  6 months  the  Council’s  Scheme  con- 
tinued as  in  previous  years,  but  at  the  end  of  June  a 
new  campaign  was  started  to  cover  the  whole  District. 

In  order  to  obtain  a clear  picture  of  the  position 
in  the  schools  of  the  District,  a questionnaire  was  sent 
to  each  Head  Teacher,  asking  for  the  number  of 
children  on  the  books  and  the  number  of  these  who  had 
been  immunised  at  any  time.  The  result  (July  1947) 
was  as  follows: 

No.  Immunised 

No.  on  Books  at  any  Time.  Percentage. 

2205  1531  69.4o/o 

Arrangements  were  then  made  for  letters  to  be 
sent  to  the  parent  of  every  child  who  had  not  been 
immunised  and  also  to  those  whose  children  had  been 
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immunised  more  than  4 years  before.  These  letters 
contained  consent  forms  for  signature  by  the  parent 
and  when  completed  were  collected  by  the  Head 
Teacher. 


By  the  end  of  December,  1947,  nearly  every  school 
had  been  given  the  opportunity  of  treatment  at  Sessions 
attended  by  General  Practitioners  or  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  response  was  very  good  and 
although  the  campaign  was  not  quite  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  satisfactory  progress  up  to  then  is 
shown  by  the  following  figures: — 


Up  to  30th  June, 

1947  

July  1st  to  31st  Dec., 
1947  


Boosting  Doses 


Primary  Immunisation  (all  School 

Pre-School.  School.  Children) 

163  65  228 

273  240  919 


In  order  that  these  treatment  facilities  should  be 
made  available  to  pre-school  children,  contact  was 
made  with  the  District  Nurses  who  were  asked  to 
invite  mothers  to  bring  their  younger  children  to  the 
schools.  Many  responded  to  this  appeal  and  a fair 
number  of  younger  children  were  treated  in  this  way. 


The  efficacy  of  immunisation  is  shown  by  the  very 
great  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  through- 
out the  country  and  in  the  smaller  number  of  these 
that  ended  fatally. 


As  there  were  456  live  births  in  1946  and  only  436 
pre-school  children  immunised  in  1947,  the  percentage 
treated  by  the  end  of  the  year  must  be  at  least  as  good 
as  in  1946. 


WATER  SUPPLY, 

Only  10  parishes  out  of  42  have  any  piped  water 
supply  and  in  some  of  these  only  a small  proportion  of 
the  population  is  supplied  by  mains. 


The  percentage  supplied  by  mains  in  each  of  these 
villages  is  as  follows: — 


Cringleford 
Trowse  Newton 
Costessey 


95°/o 

93°/o 

66o/o 


.Norwich  Corporation 
Water 


Hingham 


60  °/o 


(Wymondham  U.D.C. 
I Water 
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Poringland 

50% 

Framingham  Earl 

30% 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

20% 

Wicklewood 

17o/o 

Hack  ford 

5% 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

3o/o 

| Norwich  Corporation 
j Water 

\Wymondham  U.D.C. 
J Water 

(Norwich  Corporation 
1 Water 


In  addition,  the  whole  of  Ketteringham  Camp  has 
a piped  supply  from  the  Waterworks  which  was  erected 
when  the  Camp  was  first  built  for  the  Air  Ministry. 

The  families  without  piped  supplies  obtain  their 
water  mainly  from  shallow  wells.  The  quality  of  the 
water  in  many  of  these  wells  is  very  inferior  and  in 
some  cases  quite  unfit  for  drinking.  In  the  parish  of 
Hethersett  in  particular,  at  least  30%  of  the  wells 
give  water  which  is  unsuitable  for  drinking  and  for  the 
rest,  though  not  actually  dangerous,  the  water  is  def- 
initely inferior  in  quality. 

To  sum  up  the  position,  out  of  a population  of 
21,000,  6,046  persons  have  a piped  water  supply. 

During  the  exceptionally  dry  summer,  water 
shortage  was  felt  at  Hethersett  and  also  in  isolated 
cases  in  widely  separated  parishes  and  arrangements 
had  to  be  made  for  emergency  supplies  to  be  carted. 

A Scheme  has  been  devised  for  a main  supply  to 
Hethersett  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  minimum 
delay  will  occur  in  putting  this  scheme  into  operation. 

Further  extensions  of  mains  to  the  rest  of  the 
district  would  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions 
to  the  public  health. 


HOUSING, 

The  most  serious  shortage  In  the  district,  as  in  all 
other  areas  of  the  country,  is  that  of  suitable  housing 
accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1947,  there  were  657  applicants  on 
the  waiting  list  for  council  houses.  Allowing  for  the 
fact  that  many  of  these  have  applied  in  other  districts, 
this  figure  represents  a tragic  amount  of  human  urn- 
happiness  and  frustration. 
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Further  analysis  shows  that  152  applicants,  that  is 
just  over  20°/o,  are  agricultural  workers,  to  whom 
priority  in  allotment  of  houses  must  be  given.  More 
significant  perhaps,  because  of  the  implications  behind 
the  term,  is  the  large  proportion,  nearly  50°/o,  classed  as 
Newly  Weds.  These  are  family  units  who  are  still 
waiting  to  set  up  a first  home  of  their  own,  although 
some  of  them  may  have  been  married  a considerable 
time  and  are  at  present  sharing  a house  with  relatives 
or  another  family,  creating  in  many  cases  serious  over- 
crowding. 

The  obvious  dangers  behind  this  domestic  over- 
crowding are  the  increased  risk  of  infection  to  infants 
and  young  children  who  need  more  and  not  less  air 
space  than  adults,  and  the  difficulty  of  building  up  and 
maintaining  a satisfactory  family  life,  so  essential  as  a 
background  for  future  young  citizens. 

In  view  of  this,  it  was  not  remarkable  that  some 
families,  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  took  pos- 
session of  government  sites,  adapting  the  hutments  with 
great  ingenuity  into  tolerable  living  quarters. 

This  movement  started  at  Ketteringham  Camp 
where  12  families  moved  in  during  August,  1946.  Water 
and  sewerage  were  already  installed  and  in  working 
order.  The  electricity  installation  of  a temporary  war 
time  type,  was  very  dilapidated  and  quite  unfit  for 
service  as  a permanent  supply.  Further  families  moved 
in  during  1947  and  6 others  took  possession  of  hutments 
at  Stoke  Holy  Cross. 

The  Council  took  over  these  sites  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  the  work  of  conversion  of  the  huts  into 
very  passable  dwellings,  was  well  under  way.  When 
converted,  these  huts  provide  shelter,  heating  and  cook- 
ing facilities,  adequate  drainage,  water  supply  and 
sanitary  accommodation.  Although  not  perhaps  aes- 
thetically pleasing,  from  the  point  of  view  of  health, 
convenience  and  pleasant  environment,  they  have  many 
advantages  over  some  of  our  picturesque  but  insan- 
itary country  cottages.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  children  on  these  sites  have  already  derived 
great  benefit  from  their  new  environment. 

Further  plans  for  conversions  at  Hethel  Camp  will 
will  make  available  many  valuable  units  of  accomm- 
odation. Already  by  the  end  of  the  year  22  applicants 
from  the  waiting  list  had  been  rehoused  on  these  sites. 
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To  sum  up  the  position,  during  1947,  a further  150 
units  of  accommodation  were  added,  made  up  of  103 
permanent  and  temporary  houses  and  47  converted 
hutments,  and  the  building  programme  for  1948  is  for 
the  erection  of  a further  78  permanent  houses. 

In  relation  to  the  pressing  need,  this  is  very  slow 
progress  and  there  is  no  department  of  the  Council’s 
work  where  acceleration  would  be  of  greater  benefit 
to  the  health  of  the  community. 


MORLEY  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL 

This  was  converted  by  the  Ministry  of  Education 
into  an  Emergency  Training  College  for  Teachers  and 
was  occupied  in  April,  1947. 

No  approach  was  made  to  the  sanitary  authority 
with  regard  to  refuse  disposal  prior  to  the  beginning  of 
the  College  term.  After  a few  weeks,  when  the  refuse 
had  reached  mountainous  proportions,  an  urgent  request 
was  received  for  it  to  be  removed  As  no  refuse  scheme 
was  in  force  in  the  parish,  special  arrangements  had  to 
be  made  for  clearing  existing  accumulations  and  the 
institution  of  regular  collections. 

It  would  appear  that  sanitary  authorities  should  be 
given  reasonable  notice  of  such  requirements,  even 
when  the  responsible  body  is  an  important  government 
department. 


county  council  services. 

fraternity  Services. 

Midwifery,  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  is  carried 
out  by  general  practitioners  and  district  midwives,  these 
latter  being  employed  by  District  Nursing  Associations, 
most  of  which  are  affiliated  to  the  Norfolk  Nursing 
Federation. 

Infant  Welfare. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  Costessey 
(fortnightly)  Hingham  (monthly)  and  at  Hethersett. 
Welfare  foods  and  the  government  issue  of  Cod  Liver 
Oil  and  Orange  Juice  are  distributed  from  these  Centres. 
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Unfortunately,  only  30%  of  mothers  in  the  district 
take  advantage  of  this  issue  of  vitamins,  which  are  so 
very  beneficial  to  the  growth  and  well  being  of  the  child. 

All  children  are  visited  regularly,  by  those  District 
Nurses  who  act  as  Health  Visitors,  from  birth  until 
they  begin  school  at  5 years  of  age. 

School  Health  Service, 

All  schools  in  the  district  have  a medical  inspection 
annually,  at  which  aproximately  70%  of  the  scholars 
are  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

Regular  dental  inspections  and  treatment  sessions 
are  also  arranged. 

There  are  Specialist  services  for  eyes,  ears,  nose 
and  throat,  Tuberculosis  and  crippling  defects. 

Other  Services. 

Under  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  a 
Club  has  been  started  at  Hethersett.  These  clubs  fulfil 
a very  real  social  need  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will 
only  be  the  beginning  of  a real  welfare  service  for  the 
aged. 

Voluntary  Organisations. 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society,  St.  John's  Am- 
bulance Brigade  and  W.V.S.,  all  provide  voluntary 
services  in  the  district.  In  cases  of  human  need,  where 
statutory  provisoin  is  inadequate  or  delayed,  an  appeal 
is  made  for  assistance  to  one  of  these  organisations.  I 
should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  ready  way 
in  which  such  requests  are  invariably  granted. 


GENERAL  SURVEY. 

On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  district  has  been 
satisfactory  during  the  year.  Apart  from  the  small 
but  serious  group  of  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  there  has 
not  been  much  infectious  disease.  The  increase  in  in- 
fant mortality  and  Tuberculosis,  though  not  alarming, 
does  suggest  that  living  conditions  in  many  cases  are 
far  from  satisfactory.  The  housing  shortage  may  well 
be  a significant  factor  in  this  increase. 
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The  two  most  urgent  requirements  of  the  district 
are — many  more  houses,  and  a piped  water  supply  for 
every  house. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  record  my  app- 
reciation of  the  encouragement  I have  received  from 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee, the  helpfulness  of  the  Clerk  and  the  loyal 
co-operation  of  the  staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IRENE  B.  M.  GREEN,  M.D..  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  s Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Forehoe  and 
Hensted  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Technical. 

GEOFFREY  A.  J.  BROWNE,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  and  Foods 
Inspector,  Shops  Inspector,  Inspector  under  Pet- 
roleum Acts. 

WILLIAM  A.  JONES,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  and  Foods 
Inspector. 

BERTIE  G.  B.  SOUTH,  A.R.  San.  I.,  A.S.I.A. 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

GRAHAM  J.  L.  HORNE,  Student  Sanitary  Inspector. 
(At  present  under  Ministry  of  Health  Course) 

Clerical. 

MISS  R.  A.  M.  STONE. 

BUILDING,  TOWN  PLANNING  AND  ESTATES 
DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Technical. 

GEOFFREY  A.  J.  BROWNE, 

Building  Surveyor  and  Estates  Supervisor. 

HERBERT  W.  EASTOE, 

Building  Inspector. 
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Clerical. 

JOHN  ERASMUS, 

(Building  Byelaws  and  Town  Planning) 
GEORGE  ATTOE  (Estates) 

MRS.  D.  M.  M.  HIGH. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  the  parishes  of  Costessey, 
Caistor  St.  Edmunds,  Cringleford,  Framingham  Earl, 
Trowse  Newton,  Poringland  and  Stoke  Holy  Cross, 
Hackford,  Hingham,  and  Wicklewood,  water  supply 
for  dwelling  houses  is  mainly  derived  from  private  wells. 
The  depth  of  these  wells  vary  but  for  the  most  part 
they  are  shallow. 

The  parishes  ofHackford,  Hingham  and  Wicklewood 
are  supplied  wtih  water  which  is  purchased  from  the 
Wymondham  U.D.C.,  and  the  other  parishes  where 
main  supplies  are  installed,  are  supplied  by  the  Norwich 
Corporation. 

During  the  year,  owing  to  the  exceptionally  dry 
summer,  instances  occurred  of  private  wells  running 
dry.  This  shortage  was  most  particularly  felt  at 
Hethersett  and  arrangements  were  made  for  emergency 
measures  to  be  put  into  operation  and  water  was 
delivered  to  householders  by  the  Council. 

To  offset  the  shortage  wThich  occurred  at  Wickle- 
wood, a small  extension  to  the  water  main  was  made. 

The  quality  of  private  water  supplies  varies  con- 
siderably, and  in  some  of  the  poorly  drained  and  closely 
built-up  areas  is  inferior.  This  is  especially  the  case  in 
Hethersett  which  lies  on  a flat  shelf  of  clay,  and  the 
bad  drainage  thereby  caused,  allows  stagnation  of 
surface  water  and  pollution  of  shallow  wells.  The 
matter  of  providing  this  parish  with  a piped  water 
supply  is,  I stress,  one  of  urgent  necessity,  especially  as 
the  Council  proposes  to  carry  out  housing  development 
here. 
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Water  which  is  obtained  from  the  Norwich  Corp- 
oration and  the  Wymondham  U.D.C.,  is  of  good  quality 
and  neither  are  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

33  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  and 
7 were  reported  as  unfit  for  drinking  and  26  fit  for 
drinking. 

In  the  case  of  those  samples  showing  bad  renorts, 
5 cases  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action  and  in  the 
other  case  the  well  was  disused  and  water  was  obtained 
from  an  alternative  source. 

The  proportion  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
which  have  a main  water  supply  is  as  follows: — 


No.  of 

Houses  Estimated 


Parish. 

Estimated 

Population. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Supplied 
from  Mains. 

Pop. 

Supplied 

Costessey 

. . . 4560 

1344 

843 

2960 

Cringlef  ord 

...  1000 

309 

287 

950 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

...  152 

49 

1 

4 

Hackford 

...  183 

68 

2 

8 

Hingham 

. . . 1350 

475 

300 

900 

Framingham  Earl 

...  200 

72 

22 

64 

Poringland 

...  900 

298 

138 

461. 

Trowse 

...  550 

169 

160 

510 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

...  490 

138 

31 

108 

Wicklewood 

...  718 

215 

35 

123 

Sewerage. 

Unfortunately  the  economic  position  of  the  country 
precluded  the  Council  from  embarking  on  any  new 
sewerage  schemes. 


In  the  case  of  Trowse  Newton,  however,  a limited 
number  of  connections  to  the  main  sewer,  which  was 
completed  before  the  War,  were  carried  out  under 
licence. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  found 
that  the  flow  recorder  at  the  Trowse  Newton  Sewerage 
Pumping  Station  was  showing  an  abnormally  high  dis- 
charge. A night  time  survey  was  carried  out  and  this 
showed  that  at  flood  times  a certain  amount  of  subsoil 
water  gained  access  to  the  sewer.  This  is  unfortunate 
and  as  far  as  I can  see  cannot  be  easily  remedied 
as  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  make  a system  of  sewers 
“ bottle  tight.” 
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I must  again  comment  on  the  sewerage  of  the 
parish  of  Hingham.  The  old  sewerage  system  is  totally 
inadequate  and  gave  serious  trouble  during  the  sudden 
thaw  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  when  parts  of  the 
lower  end  of  the  sewer  became  overloaded  and  caused 
flooding.  j 

The  outfall  ditches,  having  had  scant  attention 
during  the  past  few  years,  were  in  poor  condition  and 
at  the  instance  of  the  Parish  Council,  ditches  at  Hall 
Moor  and  Folly  Lane  were  thoroughly  cleaned  out. 
This  has  resulted  in  slight  improvement  in  the  velocity 
of  flow. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

In  March  the  Council  purchased  an  additional 
Refuse  Collection  Vehicle.  This  enabled  the  Council 
to  extend  the  existing  refuse  collection  services. 
Weekly  collections  are  now  made  in  the  parishes  of 
Hingham,  Cringleford,  Trowse  and  Costessey,  and  fort- 
nightly collections  are  made  in  the  parishes  of  Hethersett 
and  Poringland  and,  in  addition,  special  arrangements 
are  made  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  the  temporary 
housing  site  at  Ketteringham  Camp  and  from  the  Wy- 
nn on  dh  am  Training  College  at  Morley. 

With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  refuse,  the  Gravel 
Pit  at  Ketteringham  was  acquired  and  put  into  use  and 
arrangements  which  had  been  enjoyed  with  the  Norwich 
Corporation  for  the  use  of  their  tip  at  Harford  Bridges 
were  concluded.  The  tenancy  of  the  premises  at  Ketts 
Oak,  Hethersett,  used  as  a Salvage  Depot  was  termin- 
ated during  the  year  and  the  Depot  was  thereupon 
moved  to  suitable  temporary  accommodation  at  Kett- 
eringham Camp. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  ultimately  be  able 
to  set  up  a permanent  Depot  at  Ketteringham  where 
all  its  vehicles  can  be  stored  and  serviced,  and  which 
can  also  be  used  as  Headquarters  of  the  Estates  Main- 
tenance Department  and  Cesspool  emptying  Service. 

Salvage. 

Regular  collections  are  still  maintained  and  periodic 
calls  are  made  to  every  village  where  there  is  no  refuse 
collection  scheme. 
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The  salvage  is  still  collected  in  some  villages  under 
the  direction  of  voluntary  helpers  and  I wish  to  thank 
all  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  this  effort  for 
the  work  they  have  contributed.  The  following  are 
brief  details  of  the  amounts  of  salvage  collected  during 
the  year: 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Paper  and  Cardboard 

...  28 

8j 

Rags  etc. 

...  1 

6 k 

Bones 

14  f 

Metal 

6k 

Bottles  and  Jars 

...  9 

0 

39 

15J# 

The  revenue  from  the  above  Salvage  was 

£262  Is.  6d. 

The  amount  of  salvage  collected,  especially  paper, 
has  unfortunately  decreased  during  the  year;  there 
appears  to  be  a great  deal  of  public  apathy  in  connection 
with  the  salvage  of  all  waste  materials. 

Night  Soil  OoBieotion. 

The  Council  purchased  an  additional  Dennis  Cess- 
pool Emptier  with  night-soil  attachment  and  the  old 
Cesspool  Emptier  was  converted  so  that  it  could  also 
be  used  for  collection  of  night  soil. 

The  night-soil  contractor  at  Hingham  determined 
his  engagement  with  the  council  on  30th  June,  1947, 
and  arrangements  were  thereupon  made  to  put  into  op- 
eration scavenging  by  Direct  Labour. 

In  October  this  service  was  extended  to  the  parish 
of  Trowse  Newton  and  I anticipate  that  it  will  be 
possible  within  the  next  year  to  extend  the  collection 
to  other  parts  of  the  District  where  this  service  is 
urgently  required. 

DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS, 

During  the  year  12  fumigations  were  carried  out 
after  cases  of  infectious  disease.  In  those  cases  where 
the  patient  was  nursed  at  home,  premises  were  visited, 
advice  given  and  disinfectants  were  supplied. 
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Scabies. 

The  incidence  of  Scabies  has  fortunately  shown 
a decrease  during  the  year.  In  the  6 cases  reported, 
the  Council’s  scheme  for  supplying  Benzyl  Benzoate 
free  and  carrying  out  the  disinfestation  of  clothing  and 
bedding  operated  satisfactorily. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

During  the  year  53  complaints  were  received  of  rat 
infestation  and  these  were  dealt  with  by  the  staff  of  the 
Norfolk  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  acting  as 
the  Council’s  Agents  in  this  matter.  The  Scheme  on 
the  whole,  using  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee’s 
staff  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  I hope  that  the 
time  is  very  near  when  the  delegation  of  functions  and 
the  difficulties  in  the  control  of  rats  and  mice  now  ex- 
perienced will  come  to  an  end. 


MILK,  COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  number  of  Cowsheds  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  294 

45  Accredited  Producer’s  Licences  were  granted 
during  the  year  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council  and  33 
T.T.  Licences  were  granted  to  producers. 

A Licence  was  issued  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board 
to  pasteurise  milk  by  both  the  Holder  Process  and  the 
.High  Temperature  Short  Time  Process  at  the  Harford 
Bridges  Creamery. 


The  number 

of  samples  of 

accredited  milk 

taken 

for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  were  as  follows: — 

No.  Taken. 

No.  Passed.  N 

o.  Failed. 

Accredited 

183 

144 

39 

T.T  Samples 

...  125 

99 

26 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  inspected  as  often  as 
is  practicable  and  in  the  main,  the  provisions  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 1926,  are  being  well  adhered  to. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

This  year  has  been  marked  by  the  coming  into 
operation  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regu- 
lations which  are  aimed  at  ensuring  the  cleanliness  and 
sterility  of  all  ice  cream  for  sale. 

There  are  two  Registered  Ice  Cream  Factories  in 
the  District,  and  these  are  both  subject  to  regular  in- 
spection. The  premises  are  satisfactory  but  samples 
taken  for  analysis  have  shown  that  the  greatest  of  care 
is  necessary  regarding  methods  of  manufacture.  At  the 
present  time  the  position  is  being  closely  watched. 


Throughout  the  year,  slaughtering  of  animals  for 
human  consumption  has  been  carried  out  almost  daily 
at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Swardeston. 
The  premises  were  attended  daily  by  an  Inspector  and 
all  animals  killed  were  examined.  Effective  sanitary 
control  has  been  exercised  over  the  work  of  the 
slaughterhouse  and  the  handling  and  loading  of  the 
meat  and  no  necessity  has  arisen  for  any  complaint  in 
this  direction.  All  relative  provisions  of  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act  have  been  adhered  to  satisfactorily. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during 
the  year: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls.  Cows.  Bullocks.  Heifers.  Calves.  Sheep.  Pigs.  Boars. 

83  1,117  1,324  746  2,782  5,353  857  274 

A total  of  12,536  animals. 

As  a result  of  inspection,  the  following  meat  was 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  was  con- 
demned and  disposed  of  under  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Scheme  for  conversion  of  unsound  meat  into  inedible 
products.  In  the  case  of  those  animals  found  to  be 
infected  with  swine  fever,  the  carcases  and  offals  were 
buried  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Diseases 


of  Animals  Acts:-— * 

BEEF.  Tons. 

WEIGHT 
Cwts.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

52  Cows  (Tuberculosis)  ...  11 

3 

0 

14 

1 Cow  (Pericarditis) 

3 

3 

10 

1 Cow  (Septicaemia) 

3 

3 

10 

2 Cows  (Fevered) 

9 

0 

23 

2 Cows  (Septic  Pericarditis)  ... 

11 

0 

18 

23 


BEEF — continued 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

WEIGHT 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

2 Cows  (Emaciation) 

8 

1 

10 

3 Bulls  (Tuberculosis) 

16 

3 

24 

11  Eleifers  (Tuberculosis) 

2 

16 

2 

17 

1 Eleifer  (Septic  Metritis)  ... 

5 

3 

6 

6 Bullocks  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

15 

2 

6 

1 Bullock  (Septic  Peritonitis) 
1 Bullock  (Extensive  and 

5 

1 

12 

severe  bruising) 

5 

3 

6 

VEAL 

4 Calves  (Moribund) 

1 

2 

17 

10  Calves  (Umbilical  Pyaemia) 

4 

3 

21 

1 Calf  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

2 

4 

1 Calf  (Septic  Pleurisy) 

2 

14 

1 Calf  (Febrile) 

3 

8 

1 Calf  (Jaundice) 

3 

8 

1 Calf  (Premature) 

3 

10 

PORK 

7 Pigs  (Tuberculosis) 

5 

1 

19 

4 Pigs  (Swine  Erysipelas) 

4 

0 

11 

3 Pigs  (Moribund) 

2 

3 

27 

2 Pigs  (Septic  Pleurisy) 

2 

0 

18 

1 Pig  (Septicaemia) 

2 

25 

3 Pigs  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

3 

0 

9 

3 Sows  (Tuberculosis) 

5 

3 

18 

4 Sows  (Septic  Peritonitis) 

7 

0 

26 

1 Sow  (Septic  Mastitis) 

1 

2 

2 

1 Boar  (Fevered) 

1 

2 

0 

2 Sows  (Moribund) 

4 

0 

24 

1 Sow  (Pyaemia) 

1 

1 

19 

1 Sow  (Febrile) 

2 

0 

15 

1 Sow  (Uraemia) 

2 

0 

21 

1 Sow  (Multiple  Abscesses)  ... 

2 

0 

7 

1 Sow  (Pathological  Emaciation) 

2 

0 

7 

MUTTON 

2 Sheep  (Moribund) 

1 

0 

11 

2 Sheep  (Fevered) 

1 

0 

17 

1 Sheep  (Septic  Pleurisy)  ... 

2 

n 

! 

24 


MUTTON  -continued  Ton< 

1 Sheep  (Septic  Peritonitis)  ... 

1 Sheep  (Imperfect  bleeding) 

17  Sheep  (Emaciation) 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  Organs 

condemned  for  various  diseases  19 


WEIGHT 

Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 

2 5 

2 14 

8 3 14 


14  2 24 


Total  weight  condemned  ...  42  12  0 18 


Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  Tuberculosis:— 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Boars 

3.61%  4.65%  0.45%  1.47%  - — 0.82%  1.09% 

Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  all  diseases: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Boars 

3.61%  5.37%  0.60%  1.60%  0.68%  0.44%  2.33%  5.84% 

Knackers  Yard. 

There  is  one  Knackers  Yard  in  the  District,  i.e. 
The  Norfolk  Animals  Products  Limited,  Shotesham, 
which  is  inspected  at  regular  intervals.  The  premises 
and  their  management  are  satisfactory. 


Although  the  work  of  erecting  Council  Houses 
has  proceeded  apace,  one  cannot  detect  any  general 
improvement  in  housing  circumstances.  There  are  still 
in  the  District  some  120  houses  occupied  which  were 
the  subject  of  demolition  or  clearance  orders  before  the 
War. 

103  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  and  schemes  for  the  erection  of  78  were 
in  hand.  I would  again  stress  that  more  urgent  consider- 
ation be  given  in  the  allocation  of  new  houses  to  families 
who  are  in  occupation  of  condemned  properties. 

During  the  year  201  inspections  were  carried  out 
in  connection  with  housing  repairs  and  the  following 
notices  were  served:— 

Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

In  all  cases  notices  were  complied  with. 
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NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  new  dwellings  were  aproved  under 
Building  Bye-Laws  and  or  Town  Planning: 


— 0 — ' — - — — — 1 — 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

CO 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Barnham  Broom 

...  10 

— 

Easton 

...  10 

— 

Llethersett 

...  16 

— 

Hingham 

...  6 

— 

Mulbarton 

...  10 

• — 

Newton  Flotman 

...  10 

— 

Surlingham 

...  10 

— 

Flordon 

...  4 

— 

W ramplingham 

...  2 

— 

By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Barford 

— 

1 

Bixley 

!!.’  i 

— 

Bracon  Ash 

...  6 

— 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

...  2 

— 

Costessey 

...  12 

14 

Cringleford 

...  5 

2 

East  Carleton 

— 

1 

Framingham  Earl 

.’ .’ .*  i 

— 

Llethersett 

...  i 

1 

Hingham 

, - — 

2 

Kirby  Bedon 

...  2 

— 

Newton  Flotman 

- — 

1 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

.'  .’  .’  3 

2 

Surlingham 

. . . — 

1 

Swardeston 

...  2 

— 

The  following  conversions  and 

adaptations  were 

approved : 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

Parish  Houses 

Bungalows 

Hutments 

Ketteringham  Camp 

— 

— 

47 

By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

-louses 

Bungalows 

Flats 

Cringleford 

1 

— 

— 

Deopham 

— 

1 

— 

Llethersett 

1 

— 

— 

Hingham 

1 

— 

— 

Keswick 

— 

— 

4 

Newton  Flotman 

2 

— 

— 

Stoke  Lloly  Cross 

2 

— 

— 

Surlingham 

— 

1 

— 

Wicklewood 

• — 

1 

— 
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During  the  year  the  following  new  dwellings  were 
completed : 


By  The  Local  Authority: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Pre-fabs 

Barford 

4 

— 

Costessey 

- — 

- — - 

29 

Deopham 

10 

— 

— 

Little  Melton 

14 

— 

— 

Morley 

10 

— 

— 

Swardeston 

14 

— 

— 

Wicklewood 

10 

— 

— 

W reningham 

12 

— 

— 

By  Private  Enterprise : 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Adaptations 

Bawburgh 

— 

1 

— 

Costessey 

5 

7 

— 

Cringleford 

1 

— 

— 

Easton 

— 

1 

— 

Framingham  Earl 

1 

— 

— 

blethersett 

- — 

— 

3 

Hingham 

— 

2 

— 

Newton  Flotinan 

2 

— 

— 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

9 

t—4 

1 

- — 

Stoke  Ffoly  Cross 

2 

1 

— 

Shotesham 

— 

1 

— 

Surlingham 

2 

f 

1 

Swardeston 

1 

1 

— 

Wicklewood 

— 

— 

2 

CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL. 

The  Civil  Building  Control  Regulations  remained 
in  operation  during  the  year,  and  consequently  very 
fevc  Licences  were  issued  for  the  erection  of  new 
dwellings. 

At  the  same  time  the  Council’s  list  of  applicants 
wishing  to  erect  dwellings  for  their  own  occupation 
increased  and  at  least  30  of  the  applications  can  be 
classed  as  urgent. 

Restrictions  relating  to  repair  works  also  remained 
unaltered  and  the  additional  office  work  in  this  con- 
nection, together  with  the  gradual  building  up  of  the 
Estates  Department,  necessitated  the  employment  of 
additional  clerical  assistance. 


During  the  year  the  following  licences  and/or 
approvals  were  issued 

Houses  Bungalows  Total 

NEW  BUILDINGS  14  12  - 26 

(including  6 houses  and  3 bungalows  built  under 
Agricultural  Subsidy.) 

Houses  Bungalows  Total 

CONVERSIONS  7 3 10 

(including  one  case  which  lapsed) 

Licences 

Applications  Granted  Value 

REPAIRS  961  782  £70,066 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

Although  the  number  of  new  buildings  erected 
was  partially  limited,  according  to  the  licensing  regu- 
lations, the  Plans  and  Town  Planning  Committee 
nevertheless  had  a great  number  of  applications  to  deal 
with,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  when  private  enter- 
prise is  allowed  to  go  ahead  with  building  operations 
unrestricted,  the  duties  under  this  department  will 
seriously  tax  the  existing  Building  Inspection  Staff.  In 
addition,  the  new  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act 
will  come  into  force  during  1948,  and  we  have  yet  to 
find  out  what  additional  duties  will  result. 

ESTATES. 

The  organisation  under  which  all  Estate  repairs 
and  improvements  are  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Building  Surveyor,  continued  to  work  satisfac- 
torily. 

The  unavoidable  neglect  in  connection  with  repairs 
during  the  war  years  has  caused  a great  deal  of  ex- 
penditure during  the  present  year,  but  by  the  end  of 
the  year  the  bulk  of  maintenance  repairs  had  been 
brought  up  ’to  date.  In  additio.n,  a programme  of 
painting  was  commenced  and  the  future  requirements 
for  the  maintenance  of  all  the  Council’s  properties  can 
now  be  ascertained. 

I hope  to  be  able  to  submit  a report  in  the  near 
future  for  the  Council’s  consideration,  for  the  putting 
into  operation  of  a Direct  Labour  Scheme  for  the 
repair  and  maintenance  of  the  Estates. 
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The  need  for  constant  supervision  of  the  numerous 
water  and  sewerage  installations  makes  it  necessary  to 
consider  the  early  appointment  of  a Machinery 
Attendant. 

It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  the  future  of  the 
Council’s  Estates  will  be  one  of  continued  improvement 
of  the  existing  amenities  so  that  ultimately  ever}'  Council 
tenant  will  have  a piped  water  supply  and  modern 
sanitary  and  drainage  arrangements. 

In  addition,  I hope  it  may  be  possible  to  improve 
the  general  appearance  of  the  sites,  by  the  planting  of 
trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  and  the  provision  of  properly  made- 
up  roads  and  paths. 

The  employment  of  an  Estates  gardener-handyman 
would  be  money  well  spent,  and  would,  in  my  opinion 
result  in  a saving  in  the  long  run  The  inspections 
carried  out  by  a Sub-Committee  last  year,  showed  very 
clearly  that  neglect  in  connection  with  Estate  road 
maintenance,  drairage,  curbing,  fences, etc.,  would  cause 
heavy  expenditure  sooner  or  later. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  the  members  of  the  Council,  for  the 
kind  consideration  afforded  me  at  all  times  in  these  most 
difficult  years  of  reorganisation,  and  I should  like  also 
to  express  appreciation  of  the  loyal  support  and  help 
given  me  by  the  members  of  the  staff,  in  particular  the 
Public  Health  and  Building  Departments. 

GEOFFREY  A.  J.  BROWNE,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Building  Surveyor  and 
Estates  Supervisor. 


Council  Offices, 

12  The  Close,  Norwich. 
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